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Briercliffe with Extwistle Parish Council
[bookmark: _heading=h.lw1xr71inb3n] Thursday 2nd July 2026 at 7:00pm at Briercliffe Community Centre
Present: Councillors: Pippa Lishman (Chair), Carrie Halstead (Vice Chair), Gordon Lishman, Maggie Lishman, Alison Griffin and Nicola Harvey
In Attendance: 2 x Members of the Public and R Greenwood (Clerk)  

	[bookmark: _heading=h.t2j3ic8qisg0]The Chair, Cllr P Lishman, opened and welcomed all to the meeting. Members and the public were informed that the meeting was being recorded for training and accuracy purposes.  

	
	Actions by Clerk
	Cllr Support

	26/27/068  Apologies for absence

	Apologies were received from Cllrs R Frost and S Phillips 
Apologies received from Cllr Mark Poulton

	
	

	26/27/069 Disclosable Pecuniary Interest

	Interests were declared by Cllr M Lishman in the CVS application for funding and by Cllr P Lishman in the Blooming Briercliffe request to help develop the allotment ‘office’ plot as an accessible community garden.

	
	

	26/27/070 Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held June 2026

	The minutes of the meeting held on the June 2026 were agreed and signed as true record.

	
	

	26/27/071 Matters Arising from the June Minutes 
	
	

	The Grit bin for McLindon Court, this been passed to Calico as the land owner; they have responded stating the person dealing with will return to work after the 7th July. 

Woodland Logs – the following statement was prepared and read out.
A public question was received regarding the removal of logs during the felling process of the Ash Die Back works in the Woodland Walk. The question was what had happened to the logs?
This was answered that the logs had been left in situ as the logs do not belong to the parish council. 
A second public question stating that the logs had not been left in situ as reported but had been removed by a former Councillor. 
To this end the following process was initiated, the clerk:-
1. contacted those involved
2. discussed with the Chair (from the time of the works)
3. contacted LCC 
4. took advice from both LALC and Burnley BC’s Monitoring Officer.
From these contacts the following decisions were reached. 
· The parish council were misled and in turn misled the public – the logs were not left in situ. 
· LCC who own the logs do not believe this to be theft or a breach of trust. 
· Former councillors will not be dealt with by the Monitoring Officer as they are no longer a serving councillor. 
· The parishioner has been advised that if he believes the law to be broken then this must be reported to the Police. 

	
Clerk



	







	26/27/072 Formally Adjourn for Public Participation

	ONE  - Can two people show potential tenants around the allotments and garages rather than one. Then two members sign the tenancy paperwork. 
ANSWER - The parish council felt this was a good idea but might need to ask a member of the allotment committee instead of a parish councillor due to commitments. This will be taken to the committee to be discussed

TWO - Can the tarmac and asbestos be removed from around the allotment/garage site. ANSWER - A quote has been received for the removal of the asbestos – this is £900 + vat + the cost per kilo. Two other quotes have been requested. The tarmac will be used to repair pot holes in the access road. 

THREE - Can a contractor be found to replace the metal gate on the allotment with a wooden one, as previously promised, as the tenant has health issues and the large metal farm gate is too heavy. ANSWER – this is part of the fencing grant, there is a smaller / lighter gate for access but options will be looked at to change the gate mechanism to one easier to open in the short term whilst a contractor is finalised. 

FOUR – is there a standard approach to answering public questions? ANSWER - The parish council acknowledged that there is no a policy in place for this as questions are taken on an individual basis. It was agreed that on receipt of the questions this would be immediately acknowledged, Then dependent on the nature of the questions a timeframe would be agreed with the person submitting the questions. It was agreed that public questions would 1. Receive a personal response and 2 be published in the minutes if requested.  
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	Formally reconvene the Parish Council Meeting  


	26/27/072 To receive reports from Lead Cllrs, working groups, and committees


	Planning Working Group
· PA/2026/0264 Atkinson Street – no objections
· FUL/2026/0042 – shutters Burnley Road, no objections. 
· PA/2026/0268 – Land at Balderstone Lane, no objections. 
· Calderdale Energy Park –this application will affect our skyline. Cllrs do attend the Parish Forum meetings and will feed back to this meeting. Posters regarding the latest meeting and details will be shared on social media and then on the website. Proposed NH seconded ML All in favour. 
· LCC Parking restrictions.- the disabled parking bay on Duke Street is to be removed as it is not used. No objections. 

There is to be an information post on social media advising members of the public that if there is planning in your area that the parish council want to hear the public’s concerns.


Communication Working Group
NOTICE BOARDS – there is to be a level of consistency across the notice boards. To share all location and key details with members taking responsibility for a board, review content agree information to be displayed. 
There will be advertisements, in the boards, for the meet and greet. 

MEET AND GREET – adverts, social media posts and a leaflet drop will be done to invite people to this, the public’s view of the parish plan will be sought. 

NEWSLETTER – a double sided A4 page will go out for the end of August and a full newsletter will be out at the end of October to incorporate Christmas parcel requests, and feed back from the strategy meetings. 

Contractor Working Group
Cllr M Lishman thanked Greenspaces for the work mowing the grass in the village whilst the parish council sought a temporary lengths-person. 

A temporary Lengthsman has been found, they have signed a contract and are to send their insurance documents to the clerk. 

Cllr M Lishman is to send round to members, a timeline for the full lengths person contract, it was agreed that Greenspaces would form part of the interview panel due to their level of understanding. Proposed ML Seconded AG all in favour. 

A request was made for the removal of the sprayed weeds around the highways, the clerk to write to County to ask for strim and spray of weeds rather than just spray. 

Allotment and Garages Committee
There has been a lot of changes of tenancy on the allotment and garage plots. 
Final rent payment letters will go out at the end of July with tenants being requested to clear their invoice or leave their plots / garages. 

A request was received from Blooming Briercliffe to use the allotment office plot as a community and accessible garden space. Proposed GL seconded CH, PL declared, All in favour. It was resolved that Blooming Briercliffe would help to develop the Allotment Office Plot into an accessible community plot

Strategy Working Group  
The first meeting will be held on the 13th August, agenda items will include to agree projects, set timelines for the parish plan and ensure community engagement. 

Staffing Working Group The clerk’s appraisal will be done by Cllr G Lishman and one other member. 
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	26/27/073 Organisation Reports

	The Police Report is tabled below

	
	

	The County Councillors Report is tabled below

	
	

	The Borough Councillors Report is tabled below

	
	

	The Community Centre Report is tabled below 



	
	

	26/27/074 Finance 

	The following invoices were presented for payment. 

	Expenditure 
	Cheque no
	General a/c 
	Allotment a/c

	
	
	
	

	HMRC Employer
	2137
	56.55
	

	HMRC PAYE
	2138
	37.80
	

	Clerk salary
	2139
	696.20
	

	HMRC Employer
	2140
	47.55
	

	Allot Deposit return 
	2141
	100.00
	

	Community Centre rent
	2142
	150.00
	

	Allot Deposit return 
	199
	
	100.00

	Com Centre event Insurance - apollo
	200
	
	56.00

	ICO Annual fee
	201
	
	52.00

	Allot Deposit return 
	202
	
	100.00

	void
	203
	
	

	Allot Deposit 
	204
	
	100.00

	Allotment Water
	DD
	
	309.49

	
	
	
	

	
	
	1088.10
	717.49



The following receipts were accepted
	Income 
	General a/c 921
	Allotment a/c 833

	Allot rent
	30.22
	2682.52

	Garage rent
	
	1665.85

	Container rent
	
	156.00

	deposit
	
	200.00

	advert
	
	

	Allot water
	31.44
	1320.48

	Sumup
	
	1133.04

	Community Centre
	
	120.00

	key deposit
	
	10.00

	
	61.66
	7287.89




















	26/27/075 Devolution

	Jinny Spring Wood and Briercliffe Wood Deed of Surrender document from LCC were agreed and signed. These will now go to LCC for seals. This means that Briercliffe Parish Council own the tree planting license for these plots. 

Quotes were received for the work to register parish lands. The quote accepted was £1250+vat from Smith Sutcliffe Solicitors. Proposed NH, Seconded ML-  All in favour It was resolved to work with Smith Sutcliffe to undertake this work. 
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	26/27/076 Parish Plan and Consultation
	
	

	This will be discussed in the Strategy meeting 13th August
	
	All

	26/27/077 Policies 

	The following Policies were approved
· Appraisal and Performance Management Policy. This is to have one amendment that the Chair is not part of the initial appraisal process as this does not allow for escalation. Proposed ML seconded - AG all in favour. 
· Co option Policy. Proposed CH, seconded GL - all in favour. 
· Allotment Policy, tenancy agreement and associated letters – proposed CH seconded ML, 1 abstain, agreed nem con (no one against). 
Garages policy and paperwork to be developed by committee and come to future meeting
· Standing Orders – agreed amendments to include land and assets, and order of points, following comments from Cllrs. Further proposals will be brought regarding the Annual Meeting section in due course. Proposed GL, seconded AG - all in favour. 

Schedule of Policies to be developed and reviewed to be shared to Councillors.  All to chose and work on over coming months
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	26/27/078 Councillor Updates

	Cllr Halstead has been in contact with the Borough Council and funders for an outside gym on the recreation ground. This will form part of the Strategy Plan and public consultation. A request to discuss a pump track facility was raised. 
These will be displayed at the Meet and Greet for public feedback. 
An application has been submitted via CVS for a £15k fund for children’s play area (ML declared) if through to the next stage feedback from the public will be sought at the Meet and Greet. 

Cllr Griffin has been tidying one of the notice boards and requested that the kerb edge stones be reported, the grass be cut and planting be carried out. It has been agreed, in principle, with Burnley Borough Council that a planter can be placed under the notice board. 

Cllr Harvey reported that the flags outside Kiddy Kids (outside the staff entrance) have sunk and are dangerous. Speeding was also reported. The clerk to report to LCC. 

Cllr P Lishman requested Cllr support for the July monthly litterpick (5/7/26), several regular volunteers are on holiday.

	


	

	26/27/079 Clerks Report
	
	

	The clerk gave a report detailing the admin, liaison, meetings, bank visits and work undertaken since the last meeting. 

	
	

	26/27/080 Fencing Tender
	
	

	The funder has agreed to extend the completion deadline to September 2027
Priorities are to be agreed for the works dependent on the project start date, this due to weather and undergrowth requirements. 
The clerk to co-ordinate a report of tenders for Cllrs. The winning tender will be agreed in private business at the August meeting. 
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	26/27/081 Dates of the next meetings

	· 6th August 2026 at 7pm
· 13th August 2026 Strategy Meeting, Councillors only. 
· 3rd September 2026 at 7pm 
· Either 10th or 17th September Meet and Greet Event
· 1st October 2026 at 7pm
· 12th November 2026 at 7pm 
· 3rd December 2026 at 7pm 


	Meeting Closed 9.28pm 



County Councillor Mark Poulton Report 
Highways
· Cockden temporary road repairs completed.
· Burnley road additional pothole repairs carried out
· Potholes various side streets reported for repairs
· Collapsing grate Burnley Road repaired
· Footpath Lane bottom to Haggate reported badly overgrown weeds (Green spaces actioned)
· Footpath Nelson Road reported  ( Green Spaces)badly overgrown with weeds residents walking in the road 
· Parking restrictions consultation underway bus stop area top of Townley street.
· I have asked highways for signage for the turning circle to support heavy vehicles turning after enquiry from clerk.
Planning
· Highways local planning involvement sent to clerk 
· Numerous residents' objections to further match day parking restrictions and enforcement
Numerous planning applications from Borough Cllr Kelly & Cllr Lishman to update the parish
A.O.B
· Fly-tipping Balderstone Lane reported and actioned
· Fly-tipping Halifax Road reported and actioned
· Fly Tipping Halifax Road above Holt Hill reported awaiting removal
· Once the landowner at the side of the commercial has been identified I would be happy to arrange for it to be made presentable. Where the parish offered to buy the land for £100 from Simon Stansfield of Stansfield homes historically?
· Various alleyways and fly-tipping around the village some of which has been in situ for a period reported and removed by Street Scene example pipework dumped behind road signs, chair and settees on back streets

Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Anne Kelly, Cllr Maggie Lishman
· Briercliffe Health Centre held a successful Health and Wellbeing day on 23 June with a variety of contributors from voluntary and statutory organisations.
· The surgery has also now become a drop off point for donations for Downtown including food donations.
· Grass-cutting: We made arrangements with the Borough Council’s Greenspaces team to help the Parish Council with grass cutting in the absence of a Parish Lengthsman. We are very grateful to them for helping out.
· Dog  and litter bins: Maggie has reported a number of issues.  It will be helpful if fellow Parish Councillors can take an area of Briercliffe to report on the positioning and emptying of bins. As usual, we reported various missed bins and rubbish dumping. Please continue letting us know about issues either with bin collections and food waste collections.
· We dealt with an animal welfare issue behind Lydgate.
· We reported a number of white line concerns to the County Council.
· Maggie liaised with the police about a reported stalker issue.
· We resolved a problem faced by a neighbour about bin collection where it was impossible to leave them either at the front or at the back of the house.
· Burnley Borough - We are delighted that Burnley Council was awarded Council of the Year at the recent Local Government Chronicle Awards. It is very unusual for a District Council to receive that accolade and reflects the Council’s work and achievements in recent years.
· As Executive Member for Resources, Maggie is pleased to report that Burnley Council finances remain robust ending last year with a small surplus.
· Maggie attended the Armed Forces Day flag-raising ceremony at the Town Hall.
· Preparations for Local Government Reorganisation continue. We expect to know in the next few weeks about the Secretary of State’s decision on the boundaries of the new Council area which will include us. We hope that we will not be put in with Blackburn and even more that there will not be a new Council stretching from Barnoldswick and Bacup to Ormskirk and Skelmersdale.

Community Centre Report
June has been a successful month for income. The monthly and quarterly bills have just gone out for nearly £700 as well as the income from weekend parties.
Pat testing for all electrical items has been done and the ceiling strip lights replaced with more cost effective and eco friendly lights. The fire safety checks have been done and the extinguishers will be serviced next month.
There was a very successful community fundraising day on June 14th where community groups showcased what they do and raised money for their individual groups. The games and entertainment outside were really supported and enjoyed by adults and children. The talent contest was brilliant!  £424 was raised for the Community Centre. Special thanks must go to Bobbie Burton who organised the day, sourced all the prizes, invited all the stallholders and organised the DJ. She put in a tremendous lot of work beforehand, on the day and clearing up afterwards.  
The Parish Council previously agreed to pay any insurance excess which came to £56 and the invoice has been sent to the Clerk.
We had a very expensive problem with our water bill which came to £576 for the quarter. The plumber came promptly and solved the problem in 5 minutes which was a permanently running overflow from one of the toilets. Unfortunately, we are still liable for the bill. Despite my begging and pleading that we are a poor charity Water Plus would not change. They suggested we pay it at £100 per month but as it would still come out of this year’s finances we decided to pay it.
Members of the committee met at the Centre last Sunday morning and cleared weeds and sorted some odd jobs inside that needed doing. Thank you to them.
Anne Kelly (Chair)

	BRIERCLIFFE AREA  1st June – 31st June 2026

	

	INCIDENTS REPORTED - 9

	
	

	NO
	TYPE OF INCIDENT
	LOCATION
	DETAILS

	

	2

	Burglary
	Lydgate 
Briercliffe Road
	Attempted 

	2
	Criminal damage

	Little Toms Lane 
	 Broken fences 

	1
	Theft  
	Hallam Street 
	 Theft of water 

	1 
2
	 Vehicle crime 
Theft of vehicle

	Balderstone Lane 
North street
Halifax Road 
	5 cars vandalised   
Car Stolen from car park 


	1
	Nuisance 
	Queen Street 
	Group of drunk youths 


 Police Report
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